
Daniel Overmyer 

President, COPS Merchant Banking 

 

Country: USA 

Topic: 

As an efficient and effective long-time entrepreneur, Dan attended Denison University in Ohio. Later, he served 
in the US Military for more than three years as a Warrant Officer in the European Theatre. Upon his return Dan 
became one of the first visionaries in the (then) fledgling television industry. As such, he opened one of the first 
UHF television stations in Ohio, one that went on to become one of the early affiliates of television network giant, 
NBC. 

Dan started and grew a transportation and warehousing business that came to include what we now deem to be 
Intermodal transport. Always thinking ahead, Dan's raison d'etre these days is to source new and elegant means 
of financing those enterprises that meet certain criterion he has classified after decades in business. Moreover, it 
is his intent to finance the more innovative of projects, particularly those of Third World nations and their 
infrastructure. Transportation and Communications are just two of the most recent projects financed by Dan and 
COPS MB and he is always on the lookout for new and exciting projects to delve into. 

 

Khalid Sheikh 

Chairman, Clifton Packaging Ltd 

 

 

 

 

Country: UK 

Topic: Value addition, food processing &packaging 

 

Having completed studying Accounting and Finance at Bristol Polytechnic and Diplomas in Economics and 
Business Management, Khalid decided to start his own business in the Packaging Industry. A self made success 
story Khalid is today a highly experienced Chairman who has consistently adopted a systematic and strategically 
calculated approach over all areas of responsibility, responding to the specific requirements of the business, and 
throughout his career continued to re-engineer the business in line with the fast evolving global commercial 
arena by at all times ensuring that Clifton is at the absolute forefront by embracing and adopting the finest ‘state 
of the art’ manufacturing technologies.  

Khalid also has extensive experience in handling media, and has written various articles for trade magazines 
and mainstream newspapers on social issues and specialist areas of flexible packaging 

 

 



Chris Mwebesa 

CEO, Nairobi Stock Exchange 

 

Country: Kenya 

Topic: Raising Finance & Venture Capitalism in Kenya 

As the CEO of the Nairobi Stock Exchange (NSE), he has overseen the largest expansion in the history of the 
53 year old bourse. Chris has extensive experience in the financial services sector in the East African Region. 
His experience transcends the banking, investment management services and securities industries in the East 
Africa Region.  
The NSE 20 Share Index closed 2007 having risen 37.04 percent to 5,444.83 up from 3,973.04 posted in 2005. 
The Bond Market also witnessed improved activity, with US$ 1.36 billion worth of bonds transacted compared to 
US$ 223.85 million in 2005. Over the period, the Exchange has witnessed 5 initial public share offers; all of 
which have been oversubscribed.  

Chris is widely consulted on issues affecting the Financial Services Sector in the East Africa region by 
institutions such as the World Bank, International Finance Corporation, UNDP, Central Bank of Kenya Monetary 
Policy Advisory Committee, Foreign Country Missions, Regional Securities Exchanges and Development 
Finance Banks just to mention a few.  

Chris has an MBA from the Maastricht School of Management. He is married with 2 children. 

 

 

Andrew Bainbridge,  

CEO, Bank Muscat International (BMI) 

 

Country: Bahrain  

Topic: Financial Development and Poverty reduction  

The holder of Law (LLB) degree and Associate of the Chartered Institute of Bankers, Mr Bainbridge has 
tremendous experience in banking spanning several years. He has special expertise in areas of risk, strategy, 
operations and change management among others. As the head of BMI, he is credited with leading the bank’s 
franchise expansion within Bahrain and internationally underpinned with new product offerings and leading edge 
innovation.  

He previously worked for Barclays Bank holding a number of key portfolios across Africa and the Indian Ocean. 
He serves on the boards of a number of companies and currently sits as a non-executive director of GuarantCo - 
a firm focused local currency debt issuance by the private, municipal and parastatal infrastructure sectors in 
lower income countries, with the objective of helping projects in poorer countries avoid reliance on hard currency 
finance by building capacity in their domestic capital markets. 



Andrea Christie Pizziconi,  

CEO, The Christie Company 

 

Country: USA 

Topic: Revitalizing Challenging Urban Environment  

A finance graduate from the Ivy League Yale University, Ms Pizziconi is a self made entrepreneur. A classical 
singer and chartered financial analyst, she started her first business, Christie Wareck Co., - an urban 
development outfit in 2004 in New Haven after several years of managing retail development projects for Yale 
University. She launched a second development company, Christie Co., which focuses on integrating schools 
and universities into mixed use revitalization projects.  

The success of her business are easy to relate to by many small business – using her model to secure angel 
investor capital for projects in the U.S. and various countries in Africa, and holding discussions with venture 
capitalists and institutional investors to pump money into her business with real success. In her own words:  “I 
have become an entrepreneur who did well by doing good, not just while doing good”. 

 

Perez Ochieng 

CEO SACOMA Group 

 

Country: UK 

Topic: Entrepreneurship and business mentoring  

A qualified chartered accountant and chartered Director, Perez holds several professions, certifications and 
qualifications in Fundraising, Business Advice, Coaching and Mentoring, Human Resources and Management. 
She is an approved consultant for Business Link for London, specializing in social enterprise.  

Together with her husband, Sam Ochieng, she helped found Sahara Communities Abroad (Sacoma) - a social 
enterprise offering business support, training, information advice and guidance to Black Minority Ethnicities 
(BME) in the UK. Today SACOMA, with offices in London and Nairobi reaches out to over 20,000 people 
through accredited training and business support services 

She has received several accolades for her work with communities including the Beacon Prize 2003, the 
Volunteer Fundraiser of the Year 2002, Jack Petchey Leaders Award and Millennium Fellowship Award for 
enriching and strengthening her community.  

 

 



Professor Tom Peter Migun Ogada 

MD - Kenya Industrial Research and Development Inst itute (KIRDI) 

 

Country: Kenya 

Topic: 

Under his stewardship, Prof Ogada has pivotal to the revitalization and repositioning of the Kenya Industrial 
Research and Development Institute as a strategic institution for the industrialization of Kenya and realization of 
vision 2030. He has also led the organization in establishing a Business Incubation Service to promote the 
development and growth of technology based enterprises. The Incubation service currently has 25 enterprises in 
the areas of food technology, essential oils, energy and leather. Hi is also credited with the revival of the Kisumu 
Based KIRDI Center, which is being converted in to a regional R&D station to spearhead food and energy 
technologies in western Kenya. A pilot plant on fish-leather production is already installed and being 
demonstrated and six laboratories created. 

He has been at the helm of the MSE Vision 2030 (4K) Initiative, in collaboration with the Kenya Bureau of 
Standards (KEBS), Kenya Industrial Property Institute (KIPI) and Kenya Federation of Jua kali Association since 
November 2006. The mission of the initiative is to revolutionalize the MSE sector to become a key catalyst for 
industrialization by upgrading MSE products through technology, standardization and patenting.  

 

 

 

Chris Emmett 

Putting People above Politics 

 

Country: UK 

Topic: 

Christine Emmett is an active Conservative who has built a dynamic business career while enjoying a happy 
home life, and she has always taken a keen interest in the welfare of local communities. 

Her job experiences span roles as buyer for the Marks and Spencer store expansion plan, acting as a strategic 
advisor on major commercial and public sector projects across the US and UK; running a small family holiday 
business; and a range of public service work including a role as Non-Executive Director of University Hospitals in 
Leicester.  Her commercial expertise has led to appearances on the BBC and Sky News, and her wider work has 
featured in local newspapers.  



Vic Baxter 

Business Workout 

 

Country: UK  

Topic: Intellectual Property 

Vic read Engineering at Loughborough, in the UK, having undertaken his early education in Kenya at Nairobi 
School. He has held careers with Hawker Siddeley Power, Vickers Offshore Engineering and Wharton Williams 
Diving – in twelve countries. Joining Shell in 1978 for twelve years, he held appointments in sub sea 
engineering, operations, quality management and latterly human resources, where he was appointed to lead the 
drive for enhanced employee involvement across 7,000 staff through empowerment and innovation. Senior 
management appointments followed with global organisations that include ASCO (ascoworld.com)., RMC 
(right.com) and DBM (dbm.com) in disciplines ranging from HSE to corporate change management, working with 
Exxon, BP., Shell, Chevron, PDVSA and others in North and South America, Africa, Europe, Middle East and the 
Caspian.  

 

Sherrilene Collymore 

Human Quality Headquarters 

 

Country: Barbados 

Topic: Human Capitalism 

Sherrilene Collymore is the owner and pincipal consultant of the Human Quality Headquarters, or hq2, an 
innovative Human Capital Development firm based in Barbados in the Caribbean. The company's philosophy is 
built on optimizing the potential in people for sustainable development. She was trained in business at the 
University of the West Indies Cave Hill Campus, where she achieved an Honours Degree in the field of 
Management Studies, specializing in New Venture Management, International Business and Business Strategy 
and Policy. She achieved her Masters in International Business from the RijkUniversiteit Groningen, the 
Netherlands, with a specialty in International Strategic Management, International Strategic Marketing and 
Emerging Markets. 

In 2003 Sherrilene participated in the European Doctoral Programme for Entrepreneurship and Small Business 
Management, an international research course hosted by the Universitat Autonoma de Barcelona and the 
University of Vaxjo, Sweden. The programme gave exposure to some of the leading minds in entrepreneurial 
development and innovation management from around the world. 

 
 



Rebecca Harding 

Co-Founder Delta Economics 

 

Country: UK 

Topic: 

Besides being co-founder and managing director of Delta Economics (strategic and business development and 
research),  Rebecca is the Chief Policy Adviser to the All Party Parliamentary Group on Entrepreneurship, a 
Director of the German-British Forum, a Senate member of the Genesis Initiative and a Senior Enterprise Fellow 
of the University of Essex. She has a global academic, policy and business background, has managed the 
Global Entrepreneurship Monitor research for all the English regions and local authorities and was formerly the 
Executive Director of the Global Entrepreneurship Monitor worldwide. Formerly she was an Associate Director of 
Research at Deloitte and Chief Economist of The Work Foundation. She is a member of the Birmingham 
Business School Advisory Board and sits on the Academic Advisory Board of the Skoll Centre for Social 
Entrepreneurship at the Said Business School, University of Oxford. She has held a variety of academic and 
advisory posts including a Visiting Professorship at Birkbeck School of Management and a role as specialist 
adviser to the Treasury Select Committee. She has a regular column in the Director and is a contributing Editor 
of the Business Strategy Review. 

 

 

Raymond Middleton 

Franchising Training Ltd 

 

Country: UK 

Topic: 

Raymond has had seven years employment in the semiconductor industry with Standard Telephones and 
Cables as their sales office manager. His main career for 20 years was with merchant bankers Hill Samuel and 
Company Limited, as a management accountant, 10 years as an international internal auditor in their investment 
subsidiary- travelling extensively to Switzerland, The Channel Islands and Hong Kong. 

He developed his interest in franchising and formed the Company with Sufian Jusoh a barrister and a leading 
authority in franchising in the Far East, now with The World Trade Centre in Berne to provide training and 
information within the industry. Last year a major player, home and abroad, Franchise Development Services 
Ltd. acquired a major holding in his Company and the first detailed on-line course for intending franchise owners 
was prepared and delivered. 



Dr. Moses Oguta Ochieng 

 

Country: UK 

Topic: Reverse debtor, finance consultancy 

Mr Ochieng holds PHD in Business Administration, University of Bedfordshire and a Master of Science- 
Entrepreneurship, University of Stirling. He has had a long career in consulting in micro-finance. His work has 
involved working with communities in developing sustainable businesses and business models. 

Hi other accomplishments include the Nathan Cohen Championship in Investment Decisions in the London 
Stock Exchange (1998); Wrote a chapter on ‘Marketing for SMEs in transition economies’, a collaboration project 
between University of Ukraine and University of Luton (2001); Founder, Zuzuka Ltd- a motorcycle hire purchase 
business in Kenya (2004-2006); Founder, Factor Connect -a Debtor finance and Invoice Discounting Business 
for SMEs, in South Africa.  

 

 

 

Farouk Jiwa 

CARE (Canada ) 

 

Country: Canada 

Topic: Social Entrepreneurship- Honey Care Africa model 

Farouk is a co-Founder and Director of Honey Care Africa, an innovative and award-winning Fair Trade private 
sector Social Enterprise working with over 9,000 households promoting sustainable rural community-based 
apiculture across Eastern Africa. He has previously worked with the Aga Khan Fund for Economic Development 
in East Africa, and served as a Consultant for the World Bank / IFC in the Balkans and the Swiss Foundation for 
Technical Cooperation in Tanzania. More recently he has been appointed to CARE Canada’s Strategic 
Programs team and is also working with CARE USA’s Economic Development Unit to provide technical advice 
on a number of economic and enterprise development projects being implemented by CARE in Africa and Asia. 

His recent achievements include being recognized as one of the “Most Outstanding Social Entrepreneurs” by the 
Schwab Foundation at the World Economic Forum (2005). He holds a Master’s in Environmental Studies from 
York University, a Post-Graduate Diploma in Business & Environment from the Schulich Business School, and a 
BSc. (Honours, First Class) in Environmental Biology from Queen's University, all in Canada. 

 

 

 



Muriithi Kagai 

Executive Director -Kosovo Enterprise Program / ICC ED group 

 

Country - Kenya 

Topic 

Mr Kagai has a long resume in development finance totaling over 20 years, 11 of which he spent in Africa and 9 
in Europe. His expertise is in intercontinental consulting / training experience for microfinance and livelihood 
programs including re-construction of post conflict environments through social and economic / private sector 
development models. His main work has involved institutional governance, staff training, development of lending 
systems and procedures, mergers, re-organization, transformation and facilitating strategic planning. Previous 
assignments have involved clients such as GTZ Kenya, DANIDA / DRC, Serbia and Montenegro, DANIDA – 
Copenhagen, DfID Kenya, Caritas Kenya, The Catholic Church in Kenya, German Development Service, Kenya, 
Plan International (Kenya), UNHCR Kosovo, ARC Kosovo, Caritas Czech Kosovo, Danish Refugee Council 
Kosovo, ILO Turin, Italy, Caritas Eastern Africa and International Catholic Migration Commission (ICMC),  
TRIAS / SOMED, Uganda among others. 

 

Scott Haughton  

Envestors LLP 

 

Country: UK 

Topic: Guide to Investing as a Business Angel 

Scott Haughton is a Founding Partner of Envestors LLP. Envestors LLP matches entrepreneurs with investors. 
The London based corporate finance firm, which is authorised and regulated by the FSA, runs a growing 
network of 350 annually subscribed private investors, looking to invest between £20,000 and £2m into high 
quality early-stage ventures. The business provides a fresh approach to the early stage venture capital market 
and features innovative presentation events and other marketing activities.  

After 16 years working in senior sales and marketing roles for multi-national blue chip FMCG corporations, 
including Mars Confectionery and GlaxoSmithKline, Scott left the corporate consumer product world to set up a 
unique premium quality family leisure concept. In doing so, he personally secured funding totaling £680,000, 
including venture capital backing, business angel investment, bank debt and a DTI Small Firms Loan. He has a 
degree in Economics and Business and an MBA. 

 

 

 



Ayodeji Adewunmi 

Curator: Top30 Under30 

 

Country: Nigeria 

Topic: Youth Entrepreneurship 

At Top30Under30, Ayodeji guides the overall strategic orientation and project planning, an Initiative he 
envisioned. He co-founded RealEstateweb in 2007 and oversees partnerships and all aspect of project 
management issues, which include but not limited to product development, product specification, user interface 
design, usability testing, release management, and led the monetization of the company. Prior to founding Real 
Estate web, Ayodeji was the Chief Partnerships Officer of the International Young Professionals Foundation.  

Ayodeji has been involved on Advisory Teams of Real Estate portfolios in excess of US$700 million. His work 
was featured in the final UN Report on:”Youth and the Millennium Development Goals: Challenges and 
Opportunities for Implementation”. Ayodeji is an alumnus of the Inwent-Global 21 Campus where he completed a 
course in “Consultancy as a professional option” and has completed a course in “Basics of Health Planning” from 
the College of Health Sciences, American University of Armenia. Ayodeji is currently pursuing a Bachelors 
degree in Medicine & Surgery at the Obafemi Awolowo University. 

 

 

Nicola Jones 

CEO, Schumacher Institute 

 

Country: UK 

Topic: Carbon compensation & CSR 

Schumacher Institute’s overall vision is to enhance the quality of living systems and human relationships. To this 
end, Nicola represents The Converging World (TCW) at this conference, her firm’s main client, where she is 
responsible for the development of international partnerships and investor relations. Prior to this she practiced as 
a private client lawyer and family business and family wealth adviser in London and Bermuda for 18 years. He 
other activities include relationship counseling, trusteeship of MATE-AGLIT, Malawi (girls’ literacy project) and is 
also in the final year of an MA in Gender Studies at the School of Oriental and African Studies, University of 
London. 

 

 

 



Wanjiku Githinji 

 

Country: Kenya 

Topic: 

Wanjiku Githinji is an Environmentalist Scientist with a BSc (Hons) degree in Environmental Studies and an MSc 
degree in Environmental Impact Assessment, Auditing and Management Systems. She is registered with the 
National Environment and Management Authority (NEMA) of Kenya as a lead environmental impact assessment 
(EIA)/environmental audit expert. She has over five years of work experience as a Consultant in the fields of 
environmental management and eco-tourism. She has worked all over Kenya, as well as parts of East Africa and 
Europe conducting environmental audits and EIAs, as well as research for International Organisations and 
Academic Institutions. She is currently working as an Environmental Specialist at Norken Ltd, an Engineering 
and Management Consultancy Firm based in Nairobi. 

Her research interests include: the use of environmental labelling in ecotourism, as well as the evolution of public 
participation in environmental assessment and development planning (specifically the role that neighbourhood 
and residents associations play with regard to development control/sustainable development). 

 

 

Lorna G. Omuodo 

Vanilla Development  Foundation (VDF) 

 

Country: Kenya 

Topic  

Mrs. Lorna Omuodo is the Founder and Programme Director of Vanilla Development Foundation (VDF): She has 
held various senior programme development positions both in Government and development organizations prior 
setting up VDF in 2004. VDF has since developed rural farmer’s capacity towards bio fuel production using 
Jatropha as a candidate crop for Kenya’s clean energy security and bio energy needs. The organization trains 
farmers on all activities along the bio fuel production value chain from the production of feedstock to the 
production of bio fuels. She has now embarked on a major pilot project with UNIDO on a profit driven business 
model to build on systems that utilize the Jatropha biofuel to generate village electricity using Straight Vegetable 
oil generator sets in off grid towns. Using her 22 years senior management and programme development skills, 
she provides technical advice to private sector, non-governmental and research organizations. She will unlock 
the social entrepreneurship edge in non edible bio-fuel business in Africa. 

 

 



Dr. Vaflahi MEITE   

Manager of CDE Eastern Africa Regional Office 

 

Country:  Côte d’Ivoire 

Topic: CDE support for the ACP private sector 

Vaflahi joined CDE in April 2002 as Expert, Coordinator for the Building Materials and Mining and later, the 
Infrastructures in the Sectors and Programmes Operations Unit. He spent four years in that position and has 
successfully kept alive and vitalized those sectors. Before CDE, Vaflahi worked for the Technical Department of 
the International Finance Corporation (IFC), a Member of the World Bank Group, during three years as Industry 
Generalist, was serving the five offices of the Regional Hub of Western and Central Africa. 

Vaflahi has also worked for Colgate-Palmolive as Manufacturing Director of Côte d’Ivoire subsidiary where he 
was responsible for all the company supply chain, engineering and technical activities. His career started with 
Unilever Côte d’Ivoire where he spent eight years occupying various engineering functions including as 
maintenance engineer, production manager, industrial engineer, accredited safety auditor and coordinator for 
West Africa. Mr. Vaflahi MEITE is Electro-mechanical Engineer and a PhD in Applied Biological Sciences. He 
also holds a Master degree in Business Administration and a Master degree in Development Management. 

 

 

 

Louis Otieno 

General Manager, East and Southern Africa (ESA) Mic rosoft 

 

Country: Kenya 

Topic: Promotion of eSkills for SME’s 

As General Manager for ESA, Louis is responsible for the strategic development and hands-on direction of the 
15 countries that fall within the region – the largest region for Microsoft West, East and Central Africa (WECA). 
Appointed in July 2007 to the role of GM for ESA, one of Louis’ big focus areas is to partner with the private and 
public sectors in the various countries of ESA to ensure that they continue to invest in relevant technology that 
benefits their people and to ensure that they realize the return on investment. 

Almost three years ago, he joined the broader WECA HQ leadership team in Johannesburg, South Africa, where 
he was the Director for Business Operations & Marketing and, more recently, Director for Enterprise Sales. 

 

 



Judith Hitchman 

 

Country: France 

Topic: 

Judith Hitchman is an International consultant and coach in emerging trends in employment and sustainable 
local development, capacity building. She is also a lecturer in alternative geopolitics, managing cultural 
difference and ethics. Born of Austro-Czech parentage, Irish by birth, multilingual and educated in 5 different 
countries she has been based in France for over 30 years. She gained her initial qualification at Trinity College 
Dublin (M.A. Hons 1969), followed by a Postgraduate degree in Conference interpreting (University of 
Westminster), Postgraduate degree in Human Resources and training design (Université de Rouen/CNED). 

As a qualified training designer and creator of her own company since 1990, she has spent many years 
developing programmes that boost capacities in business ventures (from multinational companies to small and 
medium sized businesses) as well as developing capacities at an overall regional level 

Some of the recent and current projects she has been involved in include:  

�  Evaluation of two experimental employment projects funded by the European Union. (2005) 
�  Transnational management of a major European experimental employment project (2005-7) involving     
�  Job creation, participative budget, alternative currencies, social economy in 4 European countries. 
�  Participative evaluation of experimental employment measures in 3 French regions involving creation of   

collective micro-projects (2005-6) 
�  Joint feasibility study for the Foundation for the Progress of Humankind (FPH) on the possibility of 

implementing as International Territorial Alliance (2005) 
�  Active involvement in preparation for the Intercontinental Social and Solidarity Network global   

conference in Dakar (Senegal) (2005) and 2009 ‘LUX09 
�  Participation in moderation of an electronic forum on Fair Trade in Africa (ongoing)  

 

She is regularly involved in pro bono work within communities. She has worked extensively in Nairobi, Bamako, 
Mumbai and Portugal. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Karthik Durgaprasad 

Business Relationship Manager, Barking and Dagenham  Enterprise 

 

Country: UK 

Topic:  

Karthik is a business relationship manager at Barking and Dagenham Enterprise (BDE); it is one the leading 
enterprise development organisation in London with a budget of £33 million and diverse range of programmes. 
There he manages around 50 businesses that have high growth potential both nationally and internationally. 
Prime duties include working closely with the directors and managers of the business to review the business 
goals, identify barriers to growth and making them commit to the growth process through an action plan.  

He is a diverse business manager with 10 years of strategic and operational level experience at private sector 
and enterprise agencies. Industries served include manufacturing, software, exports, business consultancy 
services, telecom, retail and distribution. At enterprise agencies he has delivered and managed projects of 
various sizes across London including the latest themes on 2012 and procurement related programmes for 
SMEs and other ethnic groups. His key skills include strategic marketing, business planning, business 
improvement, project management and account management. An effective communicator who has utilised this 
skill to work effectively with divergent companies and cultures supporting their expansion plans. 

 

Dr. Makombo Ganga-Limando 

Regional Programme Director, Advanced Nursing Studi es Programme-AKU 

 

Country: Tanzania 

Topic:  

Dr. Makombo Ganga-Limando was appointed by Aga Khan University as Associate Professor and Regional 
Coordinator Distance Education (East Africa-Kenya, Uganda, and Tanzania) in September 2005. He was 
promoted to the position of Regional Programme Director, Advanced Nursing Studies Programme in July 2007. 
Before joining AKU, he worked as Lecturer at University of Natal-Durban; Senior Lecturer and Associate 
Professor at University of South Africa in Pretoria from January 1997-August 2005. Dr. Makombo Ganga-
Limando completed his PhD in Nursing Education in 2001 and his Masters Degree in Nursing in 1995 from 
University of Durban, South Africa. As a nurse leader, he has dedicated most of his time in strengthening nursing 
and midwifery education in Africa and other parts of the world. As an academic, he published and presented 
several scientific articles in International and National conferences and workshops. He is also a member of the 
Editorial Board of three International Scientific Journals. Dr. Makombo Ganga-Limando was the first African 



Nurse to be awarded a post-doctoral fellowship by WHO-Geneva in 2002. He has received many other awards 
including presidential award for “best published nursing research”; best community-based / problem-based 
education facilitator award from the University of Natal. Dr. M. Ganga-Limando’s areas of specific academic 
interest and expertise include nursing and midwifery education, mental health nursing, development of human 
resources for health.   

 

Almas Jiwani 

Founder, Frontier Canada Inc. 

 

Country: Canada 

Topic:  

Almas Jiwani – is a self-made entrepreneur, Founder,President and CEO of Frontier Canada Inc., (“FCI) – is an  
International Trade and Corporate Communication Company founded in 1996, A result oriented and successful 
firm that provides global trade & communication  services to high-end and mid-sized corporations and institutions 
as well as liaisons in throughout Canada, the United States, Asia, UAE, India, Africa, India, Pakistan and 
Europe. Ms Jiwani is a member with the Canadian Committee of United Nations Development Fund for Women. 
As a International Communication Co-ordinator and part of the National Board of Directors, she has led and 
executed several international projects and participated in UN, CSW and Government conferences. She is a 
member of Prime Minister’s “Women Entrepreneurs” task force and Canadian Women, Peace and Security. 
 

Achievements 

 
“The Stone in Water” award from Canada Federal Minster of Foreign Affairs and Senator Jaffer for successful 
execution of the National Afghan Women Roundtable and the report from the Canadian Committee on Women, 
Peace and Security. 

Federal Minister of Citizenship and Immigration’s award  for 15 years of voluntary services 

And most recently the Governor General’s Canadian caring Award 

She has been nominated for numerous Canadian business and community awards, including Woman of 
Distinction and RBC’s Women Entrepreneur. 

 

 

 

 

 



Ken Onyando 

Regional Investment Manager, GroFin 

 

Country: Kenya  

Topic :  

Ken Onyando is responsible for GroFin’s investment portfolio in East Africa and leads the transaction teams of 
Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania and Rwanda. Over the past two years, he has managed over 30 investments in local 
businesses in the region. A holder of a Master of Business Administration degree from the University of Nairobi, 
Ken has 23 years of banking and finance experience in the region, including serving as an executive of Standard 
Chartered SME Banking unit in Kenya 

GroFin is a multi-country business development and finance company focused on providing business support 
and risk capital to small- and medium-sized enterprises in emerging markets underserved by traditional sources 
of capital. We integrate business development assistance with structured debt and equity investments to support 
locally owned start-up and growth enterprises to reach sustainability. Through an innovative approach that 
combines the disciplines of business development and fund management, GroFin invests in South Africa, 
Kenya, Uganda, Tanzania, Rwanda, Nigeria and Oman. On the ground GroFin teams of business development 
and investment professionals and local network partners actively work with our clients towards the goal of 
building better businesses and in so doing realizing attractive returns for our investors. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



K. Oni Chukwu  

Chief Financial Officer; Triple Point Technology 

 

 

 

 

Country: USA 

Topic: 

Mr. Chukwu serves as the chief financial officer of Triple Point Technology and is responsible for global finance 
and banking, financial reporting, budgeting and analysis, system administration, human resources, facilities, and 
all other administrative functions worldwide.  

Mr. Chukwu has extensive knowledge and experience as a CFO for software and services organizations. 
 Previously Mr. Chukwu was the CFO of Netkey, Inc., an enterprise software company providing a dominant 
platform for self-service devices, kiosks and digital signage to major retailers.  He has held top positions at 
Eventra, Inc, Healthcare Software Synergies, Inc., Lexbridge Corporation and KPMG Peat Marwick.  

Mr. Chukwu holds an MBA from The University of New Haven. 

K. Oni Chukwu serves as the Chief Financial Officer of Triple Point Technology, a multi-national with a presence 
in six continents. Mr. Chukwu is responsible for global finance, mergers & acquisitions, treasury, tax, legal and 
investor relations and worldwide administrative functions. Mr. Chukwu has created a distinguished reputation in 
the venture capital industry as a serial CFO leading sustained financial operations growth in market-dominant 
enterprise technology businesses.  He has raised over a billion dollars in investor capital and facilitated 
significant value creation, leading to three successful financial exits including record-breaking IPOs and 
acquisitions by Fortune 500 companies. He has held the CFO position for venture-backed technology and 
telecommunications companies including Netkey, Inc, Eventra, Inc., Healthcare Software Synergies, Inc. (HSS) 
and the Lexibridge Corporation, of which HSS and Netkey Inc. were consistently named Deloitte Fast 50 
Technology companies under his leadership.  Mr. Chukwu is the president of the Financial Executive 
International (FEI) Connecticut chapter as well as a member of the Board of Governors of the University of New 
Haven. Mr. Chukwu holds a BSc in Accounting & Technology from the Institute of Science & Technology, Nigeria 
and an MBA from the University of New Haven. 

 

 


